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LIVERPOOL ART PRIZE RETURNS FOR 5TH TRIUMPHANT YEAR  

SHORTLIST ANNOUNCED FOR LIVERPOOL ART PRIZE 2012 
 

Local artists Alan Dunn, James Thompson (Tomo), Robyn Woolston and The Drawing Paper’s Jon Barraclough and 
Mike Carney have been revealed as the shortlist for the 2012 Liverpool Art Prize, when it returns for its 5th 
successive year in 2012.   
 
All four will exhibit their work at Metal, based at Edge Hill Station, Liverpool, from Fri 27 April – Sat 9 June in the 
hope of winning the prestigious prize, which was established in Liverpool’s Capital of Culture year 2008.   
 
The shortlist was whittled down from the 48 entries received by the organisers following an open call for 
nominations.  The highly qualified panel of judges, which this year comprises of; Mike Stubbs, CEO and Director of 
FACT, Laura Davis, Arts Editor of the Liverpool Daily Post, Sook‐Kyung Lee, Curator at Tate Liverpool, and last year’s 
winner artist Markus Soukup, with Ian Jackson of ArtinLiverpool.com  as chair.   
The shortlisted artists will need to continue to impress the panel with the work they exhibit in order to win. The 
winner will be revealed at an awards ceremony on Wednesday 30 May at which the People’s Choice Award winner 
will also be revealed.   Further details on what the winners will receive will be released in the New Year.  
 
The shortlist is;  
 
Wallasey‐based artist Alan Dunn compiles CDs of artists’ audio works on themes such as the Mersey Tunnels, 
revolution or numbers, with contributors including Pete Wylie, Yoko Ono, Andy Warhol, David Bowie and Carol Kaye. 
 
Graffiti artist & painter James Thompson (Tomo)’s work can be seen as a kind of storytelling through the materials 
he uses. The work is informed by a strong DIY ethic and he strives to make the best he can with whatever is available, 
often working with discarded items.  
 
Robyn Woolston’s practice involves installation, photography, moving image, print and on‐line projects.  She is 
passionate about people, relationships and the way the world works.  This is reflected in her work, which raises 
questions concerning social, economic and ecological perspectives.  
 
Members of the Royal Standard studio, Jon Barraclough and Mike Carney curate, design and publish The Drawing 
Paper, a not‐for‐profit, independently published, newspaper‐based gallery focussed on contemporary drawing 
practice. It is distributed freely around selected galleries and establishments in Liverpool, the UK and beyond.  They 
have published four issues since 2010 and continue to provide a platform for local, Liverpool based artists, exposing 
their work to a much wider audience, as well as linking other artists up with one another.  
 
The Liverpool Art Prize is a competition of contemporary art, which was inspired by the Turner Prize and began in 
2008. It is open to all professional artists based or born in the Liverpool City Region or in the surrounding boroughs of 
Liverpool, Wirral, St Helens, Knowsley, Halton and Sefton.  
 
 Previous Liverpool Art Prize winners are Imogen Stidworthy, AL and AL, David Jacques and Marcus Soukup, who will 
soon exhibit at the Walker Art Gallery as part of his prize in 2012, in addition to judging the 5th Liverpool Art Prize. 
The previous People’s Choice winners are James Quin, Brendan Lyons, The Singh Twins and Elizabeth Willow, who 
have also gone on to achieve great respect within the industry.  2011 People’s Choice winner James Quin has just 
finished exhibiting at Metal as part of the Edge Hill Archive project. More details about what each prize will entail will 
be released in the New Year.  



Ian and Minako Jackson of ArtinLiverpool.com, who conceived of the art prize said "We are thrilled with this exciting 
shortlist of artists for the fifth Liverpool Art Prize. The panel of judges have gone through a tough selection process to 
pick 4 artists, consisting of a mix of emerging and established artists.  As in previous years there is an eclectic 
combination of practices which should make for another fascinating exhibition. We are really looking forward to the 
exhibition opening in April 2012 at Metal at Edge Hill Station." 

Jenny Porter, Project Manager at Metal and curator of the Liverpool Art Prize exhibition said; "The judges have 
done an excellent job this year of choosing four diverse and extremely talented artists as finalists for this, the fifth, 
Liverpool Art Prize.  We're really excited to be involved again and are working hard to make this year's prize the 
centre of a variety of creative activity from Liverpool based artists.  I can't wait to start working with the artists to see 
what ideas they'll have for the buildings at Edge Hill Station." 
 
More information can also be found at www.liverpoolartprize.com.  See also http://www.metalculture.com and 
http://liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/ 
 
‐Ends‐ 
 
 
For more information, images, interview requests or private view tickets please contact John Bridge at Bill Elms 
Associates on 0151 245 0136 |07792463135|john@billelms.com  
 
Notes to Editors  
 
A little about Metal at Edge Hill Station...  
 
Metal was founded by Jude Kelly OBE in 2002 and provides innovative, multi‐disciplinary residency space for artists from the UK 
and overseas in Liverpool and Southend on Sea. Edge Hill Station is the world’s oldest standing passenger railway station, still in 
use, and it possesses a proud history of innovation, aspiration and technology. Metal recently completed a major renovation of 
the Engine House, Boiler Room and Accumulator Tower at Edge Hill Station, after successfully raising capital funding from 
Kensington Regeneration, Merseytravel, Northern Rail, Railway Heritage Trust and Network Rail. 
 
The new cultural and creative hub launched in October 2009 with the exhibition ‘XXX: Get Off at Edge Hill’ curated by the 2009 
Liverpool Art Prize winners AL and AL. 
 
A little about our sponsors... 
 
The Prize has continually attracted sponsors from the local business community. This year’s sponsors include:  
 
ABW Architects, Duncan Sheard Glass, The Gallery Liverpool, UHC (Ultimate Holding Company), Barefoot Wines and McCoy 
Wynne Photography. 
 
We are always interested to find more local businesses to help support and grow the prize. Please contact: 0151 707 2277 for 
further details. 
 
 
 


