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PART 1 Journey Through The Mirror Pool 
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PART 2  Cage, Fluxus, Chris Watson, Bill Drummond, Louis Le Prince, Aire 
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“The award-winning Mirror Pool is the largest urban water feature in the UK, animated by over  
100 fountains,  the largest of which, "the Bradford Blast" rises to 30 metres.” 



Bradford, 60 miles from Scarborough, 50 miles from Blackpool 
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Three levels of the unheard: behind locked doors, beyond listening range and overlooked due to familiarity  
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noiseorchestra.org 
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Gallery Two
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Gallery Two
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Soft Launch 
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Shared “immersion” 
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1969 George Brecht and Robin Page performances in Leeds 



1959 George Brecht and 1962 Dick Higgins performing Brecht’s Drip Music 





2008 Alan Dunn & Jeff Young Music for the Williamson Tunnels: a collection of the sound of dripping water; 
Water as rhythm, performance and basic building block of life, featuring George Brecht, Deep Listening Band, 

John Cage, Scanner,  Hugh Le Caine, Jem Finer, Asmus Tietchens, Kaffe Matthews and Leeds students  



2011 Global Ear: Leeds, Bruce Davies, WIRE 









Leeds meeting of River Aire and the Leeds & Liverpool Canal 



Yesterday I spent 17 hours standing on a 
manhole cover at the bottom of Mathew Street 
in Liverpool. From 7am through to midnight (piss 

breaks excluded). The reason that I gave for 
standing on this manhole cover was to spend 

the time contemplating what it would be like to 
wake up the following morning and all music 

had disappeared.  
 

For me, I now see the manhole cover to very much 
symbolise the gateway between the known, out-
there physical world and the unknown, internal, 

imagined world. 
 

Bill Drummond (Liverpool-Leeds) 







2012 BBC Bang goes the theory 



1972 Students at Leeds, ICA, London 
2012 SOUNDWORKS, with Bruce Nauman, ICA, London  



John Cage performing Water Walk in January 1960 on the popular TV show I've Got A Secret. 



Louis Le Prince - Traffic Crossing Leeds Bridge (1888), filmed from British Waterways Building, 
“probably the world’s first successful moving pictures”   



Broadcasting Place (broadcast, receive) - River Aire – Leeds Aire University – the sound of the word is 
derogatory in other tongues – sick building syndrome – Maplins toolkit – AHRC bid for Museums working 

with sound – sonic lineage in a city – Fluxus omitted from Leeds’ European Capital of Culture bid in 2023, 
“23” being Bill Drummond’s KLF number – ICA 1888-1972-2012, the longer narrative of Leeds listening 
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