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PART 2 Cage, Fluxus, Chris Watson, Bill Drummond, Louis Le Prince, Aire



SUPERSENS

2017 Journey Through the Mirror Pool, National Science & Media Museum, Bradford



2017 Journey Through the Mirror Pool, National Science & Media Museum, Bradford



“E v

“The award-winning Mirror Pool is the largest urban water feature in the UK, animated by over
100 fountains, the largest of which, "the Bradford Blast" rises to 30 metres.”




Bradford, 60 miles from Scarborough, 50 miles from Blackpool
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Industrial Beach, Bulgoria Bradford by the Sea, Morecombe
CONCEPT : Industrial Beach, Machines of Leisure

Focusing on the Mirror Pool as a leisure destination for Bradford where families go together to play and socialise, the
installation will reference the town’s history of working class families going to Morecambe on holiday or ‘Bradford by
the Sea’. Presenting a future dystopian industrial beach where after the town’s decline of industry; the machines
have gone underground and now work to produce leisure for the people via the Mirror Pool. Audiences will be
invited to journey ‘below the micror pool” (though the looking glass!), sitting in a circle of deck chairs, the audience
will undertake a collective listening experience as they descend underneath Bradford, to hear (and see) the hidden
sounds below their city.

2017 Journey Through the Mirror Pool, National Science & Media Museum, Bradford
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Three levels of the unheard: behind locked doors, beyond listening range and overlooked due to familiarity
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SOUND DESIGN & PRODUCTION

Over 170 individual pieces of audio were recorded
on the days with Chris Watson, following a
playback day at Leeds Beckett University where we
discussed the recordings made, we took these back
to the studio to begin the process of listening to
the content, grouping and starting to sketch out a
sonic narrative for the piece. These were our
initial groupings of audio

e Dawn chorus (birds, Bradford town centre)
e Ambient mirror pool recordings, including
people/voices (above surface)

e Town clock chimes

e Submergence under water (hydrophone recordings -going under water)
e Descent underground (ambient - darker room lighting)

¢ Drones (machines/textures)

¢ Rhythmic sounds (mechanical sounds)

o Electromagnetic buzzing (power station)

2017 Journey Through the Mirror Pool, National Science & Media Museum, Bradford
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Soft Launch
2017 Journey Through the Mirror Pool, National Science & Media Museum, Bradford
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contains some
flickering lights.



JOURNEY THROUGH
THE MIRROR POOL =«

Get ready to journey beneath Bradford, to a hidden world of
secret sounds.

Journey Through the Mirror Pool is a sound experience that takes
you from the bell tower in Bradford City Hall, to the surface of the
Mirror Pool fountain and below, into its mechanical underbelly.

It reveals how exciting it can be to stop for a few minutes and really
pay aftention to the different sounds that surround you. You might
Just discover something you have never noticed before.

Created by Nolse Orchestra and Alan Dusn in colisboration wes Chris Watson
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1959 George Brecht and 1962 Dick Higgins performing Brecht's Drip Music
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DRIP MUSIC (DRIP EVENT)

For single or multiple performance,

A source of dripping water and an empty vessel are
arranged so that the water falls into the vessel,

Second version: Dripping.

G. Brecht
(1959-62)



2008 Alan Dunn & Jeff Young Music for the Williamson Tunnels: a collection of the sound of dripping water;
Water as rhythm, performance and basic building block of life, featuring George Brecht, Deep Listening Band,
John Cage, Scanner, Hugh Le Caine, Jem Finer, Asmus Tietchens, Kaffe Matthews and Leeds students
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AL one of several presentations of this artwork/
cture, | bump into artist and lecturer Alan Dumn,
whose current project seems Lo share similar
NON-MAtenal concarns as thods working at Leeds
Polytechnic in the T0s. Dunn has curated a series of
CDs that he refers t0 as a continuous seif -portrait;
o the process of putting these albums together he
has created documents that conbine contributions
by Leeds students and lecturers alongside the
work of established musicians/artists. Dunn has
2’30 established a yearly masterclass at Leeds
Metropolitan University, with sound recordist Chris
Watson: Yorkshire's past extending a hefping hand to
the county’s potential future.

2011 Global Ear: Leeds, Bruce Davies, WIRE
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Leeds meeting of River Aire and the Leeds & Liverpool Canal




Yesterday | spent 17 hours standing on a
manhole cover at the bottom of Mathew Street
in Liverpool. From 7am through to midnight (piss

breaks excluded). The reason that | gave for
standing on this manhole cover was to spend
the time contemplating what it would be like to
wake up the following morning and all music
had disappeared.

For me, | now see the manhole cover to very much
symbolise the gateway between the known, out-
there physical world and the unknown, internal,
imagined world.

Bill Drummond (Liverpool-Leeds)
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5
2012 BBC Bang goes the theory



“Students at Leeds” ICA exhibition, 1972. In the foreground, George Banks
looks at Clare Charnley’s hand shaking machine. An open-handed Simon
English can be seen in the background with Jeff Nuttall approaching, pint in
hand.
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A Bver by Petser Cole for "Stodents ot Leads: An exhdition by students of the
Fine Ast Department of Leeds Polytechane™ a1 the Dnstitute of Contemporar
AT in May 1972

1972 Students at Leeds, ICA, London
2012 SOUNDWORKS, with Bruce Nauman, ICA, London



John Cage performing Water Walk in January 1960 on the popular TV show I've Got A Secret.




Louis Le Prince - Traffic Crossing Leeds Bridge (1888), filmed from British Waterways Building,
“probably the world’s first successful moving pictures”



'ENDNOTES

Broadcasting Place (broadcast, receive) - River Aire — Leeds Aire University — the sound of the word is
derogatory in other tongues - sick building syndrome — Maplins toolkit — AHRC bid for Museums working
with sound - sonic lineage in a city — Fluxus omitted from Leeds’ European Capital of Culture bid in 2023,
“23" being Bill Drummond’s KLF number — ICA 1888-1972-2012, the longer narrative of Leeds listening
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